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1.0 Aims and objectives of the summer school 

Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, children across the UK have lost many 

hours of education due to national lockdowns and school closures. For some 

students, the impact on their learning, confidence and emotional health has 

been significant. To address this, the government announced that funding 

would be made available for children to access summer school programmes. 

Walton Hall did not hesitate in deciding to take the opportunity to offer our 

students and families something special. 

In addition to addressing the factors stated above, a further reason for 

providing a summer school programme was to support a positive transition to 

high school for our new September 2021cohort. The year 6 students due to 

start at Walton Hall had not had the transition package available to them 

that we would usually offer. For many of the new students they had not had 

the opportunity to visit the school, meet the staff or get to know their new 

peer group. A summer school programme was a perfect opportunity to 

welcome our new cohort into the academy so that they could acclimatise to 

their new setting, develop good relationships with the staff and make new 

friends. The programme also provided the staff with the chance to observe 

the students, assess their needs and begin to find strategies of how best to 

support them. Ultimately the aim was to ensure a smoother start to the new 

academic year for students, parents and staff.  

Main aims: 

• To support a smooth transition into high school for year 6 students. 

• To develop student’s independence, confidence, well-being and self-

esteem through a varied activity programme. 

• To enhance student/staff relationships.  

• To provide additional learning and assessment opportunities towards 

EHCP desired outcomes.  

• To support parents through the summer holidays, enabling school 

routines and connections to be maintained. 
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1.1 Programme of activities offered 

 

A range of activities were selected throughout the week that enabled the 

main aims of the programme to be achieved. Predominantly, activities were 

chosen that would enable children to make progress towards their EHCP 

desired outcomes across all 4 areas of need (communication and 

interaction; cognition and learning; social, emotional and mental health; 

physical and sensory).  

 

Monday 2nd 

August 

• Frontline Dance – 

creativity and expression 

• Cookery 

• Sport and games 

• Indoor games (Bingo, Play 

your cards right, quizzes) 

• Sensory activities  

 

Tuesday 3rd 

August 

• Sport and games 

• Rock Climbing 

• Frontline dance 

• Creative story telling 

• Farm (creative toys and 

feeders for animals) 

• Sensory activities 

 

Wednesday 4th 

August 

• Art & Crafts 

• Bushcraft - woodwork 

• Team challenge (Egg 

drop) 

• Sport Day challenges 

• Sensory activities 
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Thursday 5th 

August 

• Dance/Drama 

• Bushcraft 

• Archery 

• Team challenges 

• Sensory activities 

 

Friday 6th August • Music workshop 

• Dance/Drama 

• Creative story telling 

• Indoor sports 

• Presentation assembly 

and performance – 

afternoon tea with 

parents 

 

 

The activities listed provided opportunities for students to: 

• Listen to and follow instructions.  

• Read instructions. 

• Developing functional maths skills through weighing and measuring in 

cookery  

• Develop speaking and listening skills 

• Develop fine and gross motor skills through physical and creative 

activities 

• Develop resilience, confidence and self-esteem 

• Learn how to care for animals 

• Work as part of a team to achieve intended outcomes 

• Improve number recognition and ordering 

• Develop understanding of personal safety 

• Improve science knowledge around materials and forces 

• Explore different sounds, textures and smells 

• Develop logical thinking and problem-solving skills 
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Art Murdoch 

Throughout the week, we also had workshops with Ben from Art Murdoch. 

Ben and the students were set a brief to create a piece of artwork that would 

encapsulate Walton Hall Academy.  

Through the workshops, the students explored the school grounds and 

pointed out the physical environment that made Walton Hall a special place. 

They also discussed the atmosphere and feelings they have when at Walton 

Hall.  Each student produced their own piece of artwork to reflect their 

discussions and observations on a small canvas. In addition to this, students 

had the opportunity to learn how to safely, and appropriately use spray 

paints, taking their creativity on to vinyl wrap. 

Following on from the Summer school, Ben then pulled all of the inspiration 

together to produce a long-lasting piece of art that has brightened our 

environment and summarised what is so wonderful about Walton Hall 

Academy.  
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1.2 Lunchtime and travel arrangements 

 

Transport 

It was important to us that we did not limit the attendance of who could 

attend the summer school based on parent’s ability to transport students to 

and from the academy every day. Through initial parental surveys, it was 

evident that unless transport was provided, some children would not be able 

to attend. In response to this we provided our own transport service using the 

school minibus, collecting students from 3 pick up points across Stone and 

Stafford. This response meant that no student was disadvantaged in terms of 

attendance. 

 

Lunches 

A large proportion of the summer school attendees are entitled to free school 

meals. We ensured that a meal was provided for students every day. Our 

residential cook catered for students with a packed lunch buffet. The 

students loved selecting their own meals and sharing lunch with their peer 

group. Some of the older students attending summer school loved to help 

with the distribution of meals, developing some excellent hospitality skills 

along the way. 
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1.3 Attendance 

 

Prior to deciding on who was to be invited to attend the summer school 

programme, a survey of staff was carried out to see who would like to work 

for the activity week. The number of staff was the biggest influencer in terms 

of how many students we could have in attendance. Walton Hall staff were 

amazing as always with many offering to support the programme.  

Our initial invite was to our new Year 7 cohort in September as it was felt these 

should have priority. Following their responses, we then offered places to all 

students in Key stage 3. The response and request for places was 

overwhelming. This meant that we were not able to offer the programme to 

any student above year 9*. 

 

Number of students that attended for at least one day 

Year group 

in 

September 

2021 

Number of students 

who were invited to 

attend summer 

school 

Total number who 

attended for at least 

one day 

Number of 

students 

attending who 

are eligible for 

pupil premium 

7 33 16 8 

8 33 16 6 

9 28 11 4 

10 22 15 9 

11* 1 1 1 

12* 3 3 1 

Total 120 62 30 

 

Just over 50% of those that were invited attended the programme. Most of 

these students attended for the full 5 days. Of those invited, almost 60% of the 

students eligible for Pupil Premium attended. Of those that were invited, 8 

students were children in local authority care. 7 of those 8 attended the full 

programme.  

 

Daily attendance figures 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

40 42 42 43 44 
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Duke of Edinburgh 

At Walton Hall we run a Duke of Edinburgh award scheme. As part of this 

scheme, students are required to volunteer hours to support an organisation. 

The 4 students in year 11 and 12 (*) are all completing their Bronze and Silver 

awards. They volunteered for the full week to support the younger students in 

school and to mentor the new year 7 cohort. The progress they made 

throughout the week was astounding. They grew in confidence and were a 

huge help to the staff team. All staff were immensely proud of these students. 

 

All these students have now gone on to complete their awards following an 

expedition in September. 
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2.0 Expenditure and costings 

 

The programme that we provided was fully funded and of no cost to the 

parents.  

The total spend for our summer school programme was £14,632.78 This was a 

very small amount compared to what funding was available. 

Utilising staff strengths and the school grounds meant that we did not incur 

substantial costs through buying in activity clubs. 

 

Breakdown of total spend 

 

£7446.28 – staffing 

£1373.09 – catering supplies 

£3380.00 – external providers (Entrust Standon Bowers, Frontline Dance and 

Art Murdoch) 

£2,333.41 – Equipment including spray paints, polaroid film, art and craft 

materials, vinyl wrap, ingredients for cookery activity, sports equipment, 

catering consumables. 

£100 – Fuel for transporting students 
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3.0 Outcomes – parent and student feedback 

 

 

The outcomes of the summer school far exceeded our expectations. The 

students had an amazing time, and all gave excellent feedback regarding 

their thoughts and opinions of summer school. Being able to spend a week 

with our students over the summer enabled staff to foster extremely positive 

relationships with existing and new students. Staff were able to nurture 

students and support them as they challenged themselves to participate in 

new activities.  

 

Our scheduling for the week was extremely inclusive, meaning we had 

students from all routes working together and supporting each other every 

day. Our older students were amazing role models and provided the younger 

children something to aspire to.  

 

For many of our students and parents, the summer holidays can be 

challenging. Their routines go and the ability to socialise with peers is 

reduced. The summer school overcame these challenges. Relationships 

between school and parents, school and students and students with their 

peers all benefitted greatly.  

 

Our new year 7 parents grew in confidence for the new term as they saw 

their child settle into Walton Hall. They were able to communicate with staff 

daily and share much needed information prior to the start of the academic 

year. Our year 7 students, became confident in their new setting and felt 

happier to have met each other and the staff that would be supporting 

them. That said, this has been the smoothest start to an academic year for a 

year 7 cohort. We firmly believe that this has been the result of our summer 

school programme.  

 

 

A selection of emails from our parents following summer school: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi Mrs Wood 

 

We would like to thank you and your staff very much for today, this week 

and the last year in very difficult circumstances. We really appreciate 

Susan's effort with her 1 to 1 input. We feel she has gone the extra mile to 

form a relationship with XXX. 

It shows how much XXX has come on in the last year. We could never 

have imagined an event like today in the hall at her old school, yet today 

she was very keen to get up on the stage and join in with everyone else 

even with loud music. It was a pleasure to watch. 

You must be very proud of your senior students and the input they have 

put in. You never know, XXX might be in that position in a few years’ time. 

 

Enjoy the rest of your holiday 

 

Thank you again 
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Hi Julie, 

 

I would like to say a huge thank you for this week. Its been an amazing 

thing to do. 
 

Good afternoon, 

 

Just wanted to say thank you all so very much for putting on the 

summer school sessions.   XXX  has had an amazing time and will now 

be looking forward to joining you all in September (and it was really 

reassuring for us as parents to visit the school and see how wonderful 

the staff are) 

 

Thanks again and hope you now manage a restful summer, 

 

Take care, 

 
 Hi  

 

I just wanted to say XXX has come home absolutely buzzing today. 

She said she has had the best day ever and thoroughly enjoyed the 

spray art and water fight. Honestly reduced me to tears just seeing the 

pure happiness on her face. Thank you for all your time, effort and 

care of XXX throughout this week. We genuinely appreciate how 

much thought and care and hard work has gone into the days. She 

also says she had never had such a tasty cheese sandwich !  

 

Kind regards  

 

 


